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Art Unit: 2645 

FINAL DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 9 recites the limitation "the application program". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,134,593 by Alexander et al, hereinafter Alexander. 

Regarding claim 1, Alexander discloses a method for providing a storage area or module 
(col. 3, lines 36-67) in a storage server (Fig. 1, 150) for a portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 1 10) 
connected over a network (e.g. Internet) (see Abstract; col. 3, lines 14-35), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

allocating a dedicated storage area or module (Fig. 2, 210b) for each user; 
storing software, which is purchase-requested at a software sales site on the network by a user 
(e.g. located on storage server; Fig. 1, 150; col. 2, lines 58-62; col. 7, lines 14-16), into a 
dedicated storage area allocated uniquely to the user of the storage server (e.g. a particular 
module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the user after processing of payment and providing a 
unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 30; col 7, lines 25-31; col. 8, lines 
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39-47; col. 9, lines 11-18) without sending the software from the sales site directly to a portable 
data terminal of the user (col. 3, line 36 - col. 4, line 49); and 

making available the software, stored in the dedicated storage area in said storage server, to the 
user in response to a request from the user (col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 13). 

Regarding claim 2, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, wherein 
Alexander further discloses an expiration date (e.g. delineated time; 30 days) until which the user 
is allowed to use the software stored in said storage server is set, 

further comprising the step of making the software, which is in the dedicated storage area, 
unavailable to the user after the expiration date (col. 3, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 3, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, wherein 
Alexander further discloses further comprising the step of charging the user for the purchase- 
requested software when the purchase-request is made, 
when the user downloads the software from the dedicated storage area, or 
when the user indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial period passes after the 
downloading (col. 3, lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 4, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: 

storing software (e.g. commercial module), which is not purchase-requested by the user, into the 
dedicated storage area; 

allowing the user to select the software not purchase-requested; and 

charging the user for the software when the user downloads the selected software or 
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when the user indicates an intention to continue to use after a trial period (e.g. 30 days) (col. 3, 
lines 40-67). 

Regarding claim 5, please see the rejection of the method in claim 1 to reject the software 
sales method in claim 5, wherein Alexander further discloses a software sales method comprising 
the steps of: 

sending the purchase-requested software or identification information associated therewith to a 
site of a storage server that has a dedicated storage area (Fig. 2, 210b) allocated specifically to 
the user without sending the purchase-requested software directly to the user (e.g. a particular 
module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the user after processing of payment and providing a 
unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25-3 1; col. 8, lines 
39-47; col. 9, lines 11-18), 

inherently providing purchasable software in a home page of a sales site (e.g. located on storage 
server; Fig. 1, 150; col. 2, lines 58-62; col. 7, lines 14-16); and 

inherently receiving a purchase-request from a user via the home page (col. 3, lines 14-16; col. 6, 
lines 22-29; col. 7, lines 32-36). 

Regarding claim 6, please see the rejection of the method in claim 3 to reject the software 
sales method in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 7, please see the rejection of the method in claims 1 and 4 to reject the 
software sales method in claim 7, wherein Alexander further discloses said dedicated storage 
area being allocated to the user (e.g. a particular module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the 
user after processing of payment and providing a unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 
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- col. 5, line 30; col. 9, lines 1 1-18) and not being allocated to another user (e.g. wherein a 
unique password is setup for the user; col. 7, lines 25-50; col. 8, lines 39-47). 

Regarding claim 8, please see the rejection of the method in claim 1 to reject the storage 
server (Fig. 1, 150) in claim 8, wherein Alexander further discloses 

a storage unit (Fig. 2) having dedicated storage areas, each uniquely allocated to an individual 
user of a portable data terminal (e.g. a particular module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the 
user after processing of payment and providing a password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - col. 
5, line 13; col. 9, lines 11-18); 

a management table (e.g. table) storing therein management information about the software 
stored in the dedicated storage area of the user; and 

means for referencing said management table in response to access from the user and for sending 
the software, which is stored in the dedicated storage areas of the user, to the portable data 
terminal of the user (col. 6, line 65 -col. 7, line 31). 

Regarding claim 9, the storage server according to claim 8, wherein Alexander further 
discloses said storage unit further comprises a common storage area (Fig. 2, 200) in which an 
application program body is stored as the software for common use by a plurality of users (col. 4, 
lines 22-24) and 

wherein data (e.g. determining whether a module can be executed) associated with the 
application program and corresponding to each user is stored separately in the dedicated storage 
area of the user (col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 30). 

Regarding claim 10, Alexander discloses a portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 110) with a 
network connection capability (see Abstract; col. 3, lines 14-35), comprising: 
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local storage into which required software is downloaded from fiill-set software as required, said 
full-set software being stored in a dedicated storage area allocated on a storage unit on a network 
(col 3, lines 14-35; col. 4, lines 50-64); and 

a management table in which management information associated with the software stored in the 
local storage is stored (col. 5, lines 1-13), 

wherein the management information includes at least expiration date information on the 
software (col. 3, lines 44-50), 

said portable data terminal further comprising means for automatically erasing the software from 
said local storage (e.g. invalidate the software; locking the software so it can not be executed) 
when an expiration date defined by the expiration date information has passed (e.g. a module 
delineated by time; 30 days) (col. 3, lines 44-67; col. 7, lines 42-57). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the portable data terminal according to claim 10, wherein Alexander 
further discloses means for allowing the user to rewrite said management table freely inherently 
is not provided (col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 13). 

Regarding claim 12, please see the rejection of the portable data terminal in claim 10 to 
reject the recording medium in claim 12. 

Regarding claim 13, please see the rejection of the portable data terminal in claim 10 to 
reject the computer program in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 14, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, 
wherein Alexander further discloses further comprising the steps of: 

accepting a purchase request of software from the user at the software sales site (e.g. located on 
storage server; Fig. 1, 150); and 
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receiving, according to said purchase request, the purchase-requested software or identification 
information associated therewith at a site of said storage server such that said purchase-requested 
software or identification information associated therewith is stored into said dedicated storage 
area allocated to the user (col. 6, line 65 - col 7, line 31). 

Regarding claim 15, the method for providing a storage area according to claim 1, 
wherein Alexander further discloses said step of storing software into a dedicated storage area 
allocated uniquely to the user (e.g. a particular module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the user 
after processing of payment and providing a unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - 
col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25-31; col. 8, lines 39-47; col. 9, lines 11-18), is performed after the 
software is purchase-requested at a software sales site (e.g. located on storage server; Fig. 1, 150) 
on the network (Internet) by the user (col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25-50; col. 8, 
lines 39-47; col. 9, lines 1 1-18). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 14, and 15 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-13 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

6. In regards to Applicant's arguments filed 1-10-2005, Applicant argues that Alexander 
does not disclose the following: 

1) portable data terminal (i.e. the user); 

2) a software sales site; 

3) a storage server; 
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4) each user has its own user-dedicated storage; 

5) a software sales site on the network; 

6) automatically erasing the software when an expiration date has passes; 

7) allowing the user to rewrite said management table free is not provided; and 

8) the limitations of newly added claim 15. 

Examiner disagrees. Alexander clearly discloses: 

1) a portable data terminal (Fig. 1, 110) which is a client that is operated by a user (col. 3, lines 
1-5; col. 4, lines 50-64); 

2) a software sales site accessed via the network (Internet) (e.g. this is located on the server (Fig. 
1, 150) and a user of the portable data terminal selects an application for execution (e.g. module; 
Fig. 2, 210b) which can only be executed if payment is processed and a correct, unique password 
is entered) (col. 4, lines 50-64; col. 7, lines 25-36); 

3) a storage server (Fig. 1, 150); 

4) a dedicated storage area (e.g. module; Fig. 2, 210b) is allocated (e.g. set apart for) uniquely to 
the user of the storage server (e.g. a particular module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the user 
after processing of payment and providing a unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - 
col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25-3 1; col. 8, lines 39-47; col. 9, lines 1 1-18); wherein the claims do 
not disclose ' . . . each user has its own user-dedicated storage. . . this limitation is not stated in the 
claims, rather the claims state \. . a dedicated storage area is allocated uniquely to the user of the 
storage server...'; 

5) a software sales site is located on the server (e.g. providing payment processing) and is 
accessed via the Internet (col. 2, lines 58-62; col. 7, lines 14-16); 



Application/Control Number: 10/070,106 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2645 

6) the software is automatically erased (e.g. invalidate the software; automatically locked and not 
executable) when an expiration date passes (e.g. delineated time; 30 days) (col. 3, lines 44-67; 
col. 7, lines 42-57); 

7) the user can not rewrite said management table since the database maintains the management 
table (col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, line 14); and 

8) storing software into a dedicated storage area allocated uniquely to the user (e.g. a particular 
module (Fig. 2, 210b) can be executed by the user after processing of payment and providing a 
unique password for the module; col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25-31; col. 8, lines 
39-47; col. 9, lines 1 1-18), is performed after the software is purchase-requested at a software 
sales site on the network (Internet) by the user (col. 4, line 50 - col. 5, line 30; col. 7, lines 25- 
50; col. 8, lines 39-47; col. 9, lines 1 1-18). 

In conclusion, Alexander clearly discloses the claimed invention. Please see all 
rejections above. 

7 Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• U.S. Patent No. 6,941,270 by Hannula discloses a method for providing an application 
program stored in a storage area of a mobile terminal (Fig. 3, 14) for a portable data 
terminal (Fig. 3,12) connected over an infrared connection (Fig. 3, 26), wherein payment 
is required to use the application program 

10. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or call: 

(571) 272-2600 (for customer service assistance) 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa Hashem whose telephone number is (571) 272-7542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
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relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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